November 2025 Update from Clir Heather Williams

Leader of the Conservative Group at South Cambridgeshire District Council

It has been a very busy time at SCDC this month. On top of our councillor casework,
November saw two extraordinary council meetings, as well as scrutinising the Greater
Cambridge Local Plan ahead of the public consultation in December. Here’s an

update of a few highlights this month.

Concerns over transparency as Lib Dems block sharing details on 4-Day week
talks

Following the letter from Steve Reed MP, the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government raising the government’s concerns on the 4-day
week at South Cambridgeshire District Council, and with the public consultation
results in mind, evidencing that residents had little trust in the council, we forced the

Lib Dem run administration to hold an extraordinary council meeting.

At this extraordinary meeting, which was called by us specifically to ensure open
discussion about how the administration intended to respond to the government
following the Secretary of State’s letter, frustratingly, the Lib Dems voted against our
amendment requiring the Council Leader to share minutes and materials from the

meeting with the minister.

Despite the meeting being called for transparency, this move to block all councillors
and residents across the district the chance to see and hear what happened in this
important meeting with the government is very concerning. We remain committed to
pushing for full transparency and ensuring residents are fully informed about decisions

that affect their day-to-day lives and council spending.



Local Government Reorganisation

Ahead of November’s council meeting we did not promote one business case over
another. Our view was that the council meeting was the time and place for debate on
the business cases, as well as reviewing all the information, the public consultation
and survey responses before deciding which case is best for our local residents here

in South Cambridgeshire.

We’ve always been clear on that, unlike the administration who declared their position
before the public consultation even closed. As elected councillors, our job is to act in
the best interests of our residents — which means listening to their views and looking

at all the details of the business cases before coming to a decision.

This is exactly what we did and decided that Option C was the best choice for
residents in South Cambridgeshire. Option C includes South Cambridgeshire,
Cambridge City and Huntingdonshire. It would allow two local authorities with a similar
number of residents, compared to Option B which risks a structurally undersized, city-
heavy authority with higher per-resident costs. Option C would help keep the identity
of our rural area with a stronger representation rather than being a minor partner in a
city-led council. Option C allows for better regional transport and housing coordination
and balances development for villages and market towns alike. It keeps the A14/A428
corridor intact, whereas Option B divides it. With Option C, we could share housing
pressures more evenly, avoiding South Cambs becoming the growth overspill zone for

Cambridge alone.

At the council meeting in November, we highlighted that Option C provides the best
balance of financial strength, rural representation and service sustainability for South
Cambridgeshire residents. It keeps South Cambs linked in communities and
economies that share its character. Both options, B and C were discussed and
debated but the administration voted on B — which comes to no surprise as they have
been pushing that option since the summer. Each local authority within
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough will submit their preferred business case to
government, and ultimately, the decision is made by government. Councils have all
now had their council meetings and decided on which case to submit. Options A, B, D



and E will all be submitted, but we will be writing separately to the government asking

them to take Option C into consideration.

Where was the business case for Option A?

At the council meeting where we debated which business case South Cambridgeshire
District Council should submit, we had it confirmed that the business case for Option A
was being withheld from our councillors. When asked where the Option A business
case was and why it had not been shared with all councillors, the Lib Dem leadership
stated that Cambridgeshire County Council had shared the report with them but asked

South Cambridgeshire District Council not to publish the document.

This disclosure is extremely concerning and raises the question of why such an
important document - underpinning a major proposal affecting local governance and
services, is being kept from public scrutiny. Withholding the business case prevents
both councillors and residents from properly evaluating the financial risks, service

impacts and long-term consequences of Option A.

Greater Cambridge Local Plan

Hopefully you are all aware of the upcoming public consultation on the Greater
Cambridge Local Plan. Taking part in the public consultation is a vital opportunity for
residents, workers, and community groups to shape the future of where they live and
work. The Local Plan will guide decisions on housing, transport, green spaces, climate
action, and infrastructure for years to come, influencing how towns and villages grow
and develop. By sharing your views, you help ensure that planning decisions reflect
local knowledge, priorities, and real-life needs - rather than being based only on
statistics or distant assumptions.

The public consultation is running from 15t December for 8 weeks. You can find out

more information and how to take part in the consultation here: Greater Cambridge

Local Plan: the 20-year master plan for the Greater Cambridge area



https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan-the-20-year-master-plan-for-the-greater-cambridge-area/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan-the-20-year-master-plan-for-the-greater-cambridge-area/

Response to the Chancellor’s budget

Many residents across South Cambridgeshire will feel deeply frustrated by this year’s
budget, and we share those concerns. While ministers talk about “stability”, the reality
for local families looks very different. Freezing income tax thresholds and reducing
support for savers and people planning for retirement means thousands of hard-

working residents will quietly pay more over time, even if their wages barely rise.

Those who have done the sensible thing - saving through ISAs or contributing to

pensions, are now being penalised, not rewarded.

This budget also shows a worrying lack of understanding of life in rural communities
like ours. Proposals that increase costs for drivers, including people who switched to
electric vehicles in good faith, will hit South Cambridgeshire particularly hard. Many
residents here have no realistic alternative to using a car to get to work, school,
healthcare or essential services due to limited public transport. Piling extra costs onto

commuters and families in this way is unfair and short-sighted.

Once again, ordinary working households will feel the real impact, but to use the
Chancellor's words “by stealth”. A budget should support communities like ours,
strengthening local families and helping people get by in challenging economic times.
Instead, this one risks making everyday life more expensive, while offering little

meaningful support in return.

We will continue to speak up for our communities and push for fairer treatment, better
support for rural areas, and policies that reflect the real cost of living here in South
Cambridgeshire. Last year, the Chancellor broke her election promises with the
biggest tax rises in history attacking farmers, pensioners and business. And she told
us she would not be back for more. But that again was another lie. As this year taxes
hiked yet again. If their VAT raid on education last year wasn’t enough, she’s even
taxing the kid’s milkshakes this year. There really is no low she won’t stoop to. To
quote my 8 year old daughter “it's outrageous”. But the dangerous state of affairs we
are now in is that trust in politicians nationally and locally is so low that they are at risk
of toppling everything we take for granted. This is why as Conservatives we must



prove we are worthy of people’s trust and get back to governing our local councils and
our country. For our part we will do all we can to show that we can be trusted to be

upfront, honest and that we will never forget that it is the taxpayer who we serve.

Reminder for postal vote renewals

The rules brought in by the Elections Act 2022 means that if you are a postal voter you
have to renew your postal vote every 3 years. This means that if you completed a
postal vote application before October 2023, you will need to renew it by January 2026
at the latest in order to remain a postal voter for the district council elections in May
2026.

The easiest way for residents to re-apply is online at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote,

but the council can send paper forms to anyone who needs them. Please email

elections@scambs.gov.uk if you have any questions.

Grants for community groups and parish councils

If you are from a local community group or parish council, the council has a number of
various grants available, so we are encouraging you to make the most of the council’s
available grant schemes. For information on grants available for a community project

from the council, please visit https://www.scambs.gov.uk/grants-and-funding

Christmas bin collection dates

Ahead of a typical busy and festive month next month, we want to give you a head
start and remind you to check the bin collection days over Christmas and into the new
year. There may be a couple of changes over Christmas and New Year for you to be

aware of. You can check your scheduled collections here: View your bin dates - South

Cambs District Council
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Thank you for reading our report. If we can be of any assistance, please do get in

touch.

Clir Heather Williams
Leader of the Conservative Opposition at South Cambridgeshire District Council

Email: clirwilliamsh@scambs.gov.uk

Twitter: @scambs_cons
Facebook Page: South Cambridgeshire Conservative Group

Website: www.southcambsconservativegroup.co.uk
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